
Dearest friends, family, colleagues and relations,  

In 2020 we will be heading for the Alpe d’Huez for the 6th time to participate in the 15th edition  
of the Alpe d’HuZes. (Click here for an impression). The 6th edition was supposed to take place last  
June, but unfortunately, due to Corona this couldn’t take place.  

Last year at 4-6-2020 we kept Alpe d'HuZes 
2020 in miniature with our team in South 
Limburg. My dear friend and teammate since 
2016, Wout Theuws, could be present at the 
car concert of Maarten Peters. Wout was in 
about his hundredth day of stem cell therapy 
at that time. We therefore hope that next 
year on June 3rd he will be at the start of 
the real 15th edition together with us. 
 

Alpe d’HuZes will transfer 7,2 million to the Alpe d’HuZes/KWF-fund 
Until then, EUR 7.2 million had been raised by participants for 
the 15th edition of Alpe d'HuZes, which was postponed to 2021 
because of the coronavirus. By transferring the money at that 
time, and not after next year's anniversary edition, Alpe 
d'HuZes will continue to facilitate new research projects and 
research into cancer will continue. 
 
At a time when the coronavirus is affecting everyone and 
everything, including the fight against cancer, it is important to 
support cancer patients. Cancer has been the number one cause 
of death in the Netherlands for years and does not stop because of Corona. Giving up is not an option for us, 
which is why we will continue. 
 
It started for all of us in 2015, during the 10th edition of the Alpe d'HuZes, and since then the Alpe d'HuZes 
is a big part of our lives. We met several people on the mountain, some of whom are now part of our team and 
we regularly say, 'strangers become friends'. The team Climb4hope goes Harder was created by merging the 
teams Harder (Wout Theuws) and Climb4hope (in loving memory of Jacob Smit from Giethoorn). In recent 
years, these teams have contributed €120,321.51 to research into cancer treatment(s). My friend Wout has 
been fighting this terrible disease since 2009 and in March 2020 he had his 2nd stem cell therapy with stem 
cells from his brother Kees. Wout is currently recovering from this major stem cell therapy and the recovery 
has its ups and downs. 
 

I promised Wout that next year I will try again to 
beat that mountain six times, because 'Giving up is 
not an option'. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DE_F4P6YeeL0&data=02%7C01%7Cedgar.knol%40imperiallogistics.com%7C0118c8ff827948fb753d08d772a7fc35%7Cc67143daffe84cb99bab81f236bdd040%7C1%7C0%7C637103938133045931&sdata=r54tUbpYt0Cc4vIHaSe5GK9s2tQaI%2BAkXEY1UQRZpxM%3D&reserved=0


Giving up is not an option  
With the same motto, 'Giving up is not an option', on Thursday 3 June 2021 I, together with thousands of 
participants, we will take up the challenge of climbing the legendary Alpe d'Huez in France several times. 
Most of the participants by bike, but also many on foot. Together we have one goal: to raise as much money 
as possible for the fight against cancer. And to let everyone who is, or has been, involved in this fight know 
that they are not alone.  

Actions 
In order to raise money, we will organise various actions 
throughout the country. For example, my wife Jannie is going 
to bake her delicious 'Gieterse chunk' (big ginger biscuits) 
which we will deliver everywhere, from Groningen to 
Maastricht. In addition, on 30 January 2021 the annual 
Dutch Snert (pea soup) sale is planned and of course we hope 
to be able to organise a nice Sailing High Wine again in the 
spring, besides these actions we are brainstorming together 
to raise as much money as possible for the KWF. 
 

Will you help? 
I am participating in this special event and with this mail and enclosed impression I ask you for a sponsor 
contribution. I ask you to let your feelings speak. Life is far too beautiful to stop early.  Nobody deserves an 
unfair fight.  That's why I want to make a stand and get on my bike again on June the 3rd, together with 
many others. In my mind I’m cycling up that hill with a loved one on my back. Pain becomes an afterthought, 
fatigue is not recognised, the memories of our loved ones become stronger and so does the hope for survival.  
 
As participants, we will make a physical effort on that French mountain on 3rd of June and I will do my best 
to collect as much sponsorship money as possible. For this I need your help. Of course, you can expect a quid 
pro quo from us. There are several possibilities in which the brand awareness of your company can be 
increased considerably. All options are listed on https://www.opgevenisgeenoptie.nl/partners/hoe-word-ik-
sponsor (See also the information in my shared folder below). You can also find more information about the 
goals of Alpe d’HuZes on the website  https://www.opgevenisgeenoptie.nl/wat-is-alpe-dhuzes.  Extensive 
information about the Alpe d'HuZes can be found in my shared folderhttps://tinyurl.com/y3m2mpgu. 

Be generous, be bold, deviate from what is customary and sponsor our initiative. Alpe d'HuZes has become a 
household name, which you as a company/sponsor also want and should belong to. Will you help us? In memory 
of the people who died prematurely from cancer and as an inspiration of the people who are fighting, 
because giving up is not an option! 

Edgar Knol 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via 06- 20956310 

http://www.climbharder.nl/  website team Climb4hope gaat Harder 
https://www.opgevenisgeenoptie.nl/fundraisers/edgarknol action page of Edgar 
 
Attention: We are also searching for a transport vehicle for 2 Motors (for the benefit of the 
Motards) and other supplies. The Motards can drive themselves. If you would like a logo on our team 
shirt, please indicate before 25-01-2020. 
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